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THE WHITE HCUSE
WASHINGTON

March 2, 1959

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Clearances for Access to Special Intelligence Data

To avoid compromise of special intelligence information and
of the highly sensitive sources from which it is obtained, it seems
to me imperative that every reasonable precaution be taken to
insure that the "Special need-to-know'' requirement is met before
anyone is processed and cleared for access to special intelligence.
There is some reason to doubt that in all instances the departments
and agencies concerned have rigorously applied this criterion
prior to requesting that their personnel be cleared for such access.

It is accordingly suggested, pursuant to applicable NSCIDs,
that you consider initiating appropriate action, in consultation with
the U.S. Intelligence Board, with a view to developing the facts
and charting a course of action with respect to this situation. A
first step might be an effort to ascertain the number of individuals
who have been cleared. Then there might be indicated an examina-
tion of criteria and procedures with respect to those who may be
cleared in the future. In this way it is conceivable that attrition
might sharply reduce the numbers thereby avoiding any requirement
for cancellation of existing clearances.

I would be glad to discuss this with you at your convenience.
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MEMORANDUM FOR 1 Me, Gordon Gray
tipectal Assiotant To the President
for National Security Allairs

SUBJECY 3 Clearanee for Accass to COMIRT

1. 1 have your memerandum of March 2, subject as above,
indisating your faterest in a problems which bas hesn in recont meoaths
a svdjent of suriows Boidrd consideration becsuse of the plethora of
prese stevies spparsatly based on infermation oblsinable only from
claseified lntelligence sources.

3. To respend gensrally t¢ your memeorandum, I wish to
sssure you that sach request for indoctrisation for acecess to COMINT
is isdividusily sad cavefully svaluated and there is & continuing review
of the sesurity status and nesd-tc-know of those whe have been cleared,
The mmembors of the Intelligence Board ars responsible for the deter-
minstion of the sscurity mtus and of the need-te-know of perscas in
theliy respective dapartments and agesciss In sccordance with definite
and stringent criteria approved by the Board.

3. Witk regard 1o your suggestion that the number of fndi.
viduals whe have been closred and indestrisnted be ascertained, you
will b interasted to kmow that mhﬁw&omunwym
on & currest basis by each Board member, aad are reporisd semi-
annsally to the camtral register of the Board Secretariat which also
waltalas & list of thess perscas outsides member departments and
agensing whe are indecirinated for COMINT,

4. 1 heve pcqueinted the Intelligence Board with your interest
ia this matter. Lot me sgain sseurs you that &t is a concern whieh
is shared by the Zoard,
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5. 1 eenlé be pleased to discuss this further with you at
your senvenioncs.

SIGNED

ALLEN ¥, DULLES
Divector
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